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COMISS MISSION STATEMENT

COMISS aims to be a preeminent network of 

organizations committed to the preparation and 

practice of multi-faith spiritual care through 

chaplaincy and pastoral counseling in specialized  

settings and promotes and supports 

collaboration among its members.



FORUM 2023 CHALLENGE

COMISS CALLED TO :

1. UNIFY, COLLABORATE AND BE PROACTIVE 

“INTEGRITY IS FINDING SOME DIVINE WAY TO WORK 
TOGETHER IN UNITY.”

Dr. James W. Pruett



Who Are We? We Are A Forum For Dialogue And Action

1. Professional Accreditation and Certification Organizations

2. Religious Endorsing Bodies

3. Professional Pastoral Care Organizations

4. Chaplain and Pastoral Counselor Employing Organization

5. Academic and Educational Institutions

6. Friends of COMISS



How Have We Been Called To Serve In This Present Age?

1. Committed to the preparation and practice of multi-faith 

spiritual care through chaplaincy and pastoral 

counseling .

2. Endorse Professional chaplains and pastoral counselors 

to perform ministry in specialized settings.

3. Prepare students for chaplaincy /specialized ministry 

through academic degree programs and/or conduct 

research to ministry in specialized settings.



Who Have We Been Called To Serve?



Who Have We Been Called To Serve? 

Be Aware of Changing Demographics



Emory University *Candler School of Theology *Pitts Library 



Repository: 

RG 111 Box 1 ( 1987-2004)RG 109 Box 2 (1979-2019)



Original Documents: VIP Veterans In Partnership Spring 2001



Strategic Plan: 2018-2021-Review and determine the 

sufficiency of current mission and vision statements.



Dr. Brandon Wason, Head of Special Collections, Pitts Theology Library



George Handzo, Presidential 2004  APC address 

“ Is there a profession of chaplaincy or only professional 
chaplains? Is there a guild? My answer is that we can’t have 
one without the other…We cannot claim to be professional 
and set our own individual agendas. To be fully professional 
is to participate in the agenda and the life of the 
profession,including in the shaping of the agenda, and to 
support that profession as it grows and changes”
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